
                              Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

           Monday, December 10th, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes 

3:30 PM- Town Council Chambers, Town Hall-Southington, CT 

  

Members Present: All regular members were present with the exception of Mr. 

Champagne, Mr. Borowy, and Miss Sica. Also in attendance were Mark Sciota; Town 

Atty./Deputy Town Manager and David Lavallee, Southington Environmental Planner.  

 

Chairman Berkmoes called the meeting to order at 3:30 PM. 

The first order of business was a discussion with Tom Worthley, UCONN Professor on 

the Forest Management Plan he is preparing for us out at Crescent Lake. Mr. Worthley 

was joined by Mike Paladino, Forester, and Students Craig Hayes and Dave Zubrowski. 

Mr. Worthley first noted that two Southington residents, Pete Picone and Vicki 

McCarthy, are also interested in assisting with the project. Pete is a Wildlife Biologist 

with the CTDEEP and Vicki is a Master Gardener who is familiar with habitat 

assessment. In assessing the site for possible management suggestions, Mr. Worthley 

indicated that there is a considerable amount of two particular invasive species; Japanese 

Barberry and Oriental Bittersweet. In order to successfully regenerate any portion of the 

site after a timber harvest, these invasives should be cleared out, as they compete with 

saplings for soil nutrients, light, and space. It is well documented that the Barberry is a 

haven for tics, a public health concern here in Connecticut. There are a number of 

removal methods available to parties that wish to address the removal and treatment of 

the invasives, including herbicide and flame-weeding. It appears that treatment of these 

species on this site should be a priority. Next, Mr. Worthley pointed out mapping that 

was created from data collected on site which reflects various tree species, approximate 

#’s of each, and soil mosaics throughout the site. The data is critical to devising a 

management plan. One species of note was Ash, as it is prevalent but under stress. The 

condition of these particular trees here make it a prime candidate for culling while it still 

may be of use as lumber stock. Once the draft plan is available, the Committee can 

choose to focus on particular aspects of it, whether it be harvesting lumber for profit, 

habitat creation, recreational amenities, or providing lumber for use by the VoAg center 

at the high school. A combination of a few of these opportunities will likely be the 

direction we head in. Once the Committee reviews the plans, the Chairman will send a 

report to the Town Council for their approval through Cmmssr. Miceli, conveying our 

intentions. This concluded Mr. Worthley’s presentation and he was thanked for his efforts 

thus far. The next order of business was Open Space Maintenance. Mr. Lavallee indicated 

that he has contacted a Girl Scout Troop to do some trail upkeep at either the Novack or 

Griffin property. Additionally, brush has been cleared out from in front of the old train 

station on Canal Street to discourage vandalism to the structure. There has been some 

damage to the windows, so perhaps plexiglass storm windows could be installed. Some 

type of grating will be necessary too to keep animals from living under the structure. The 

last item on the agenda was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. A motion 

to convene was made by Commssr. Miceli, Seconded by Commssr. Pocock and passed 

with all in favor at 4:25. Executive Session was adjourned and the meeting adjourned at 

4:40 upon motions by Commssr. Brumback and seconds by Commssr. Miceli with all in 

favor. 


